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Long-Term Targets Addressed (Based on NYSP12 ELA CCLS) 

I can choose texts that interest me. (RL.3.11a) 

I can effectively participate in a conversation with my peers and adults. (SL.3.1) 

I can speak in complete sentences with appropriate detail. (SL.3.6) 

Supporting Learning Targets Ongoing Assessment 

• I can select a “power book” that I want to read.  

• I can talk with a small group about why I chose my power book. 

• I can speak in complete sentences when I participate in group discussions. 

• Book selection 
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Agenda Teaching Notes 

1. Opening 

A. Homework Share: Play Quiz-Quiz-Trade (10 

minutes)  

2. Work Time  

A. We All Seek the Power to Read (10 minutes) 

B. Introducing the Module Recommended Texts 

Library: Books about Reading Superheroes (30 

minutes) 

3. Closing and Assessment 

A. Debrief: 3-2-1 Exit Ticket (10 minutes) 

4. Homework 

A. Complete the Selecting a “Power Book” That I Want 

to Read recording form home.  

• There are Recommended Texts lists for each of the three units in Module 1 available on the EngageNY 

website. Each list includes books at a variety of reading levels. These books should be used in a variety of 

ways— for independent and partner reading in the classroom whenever time allows, as read-alouds by 

the teacher to entice students into new books, and as an ongoing homework expectation.  

• In advance: Ensure that the classroom library is stocked with many of the books in the Recommended 

Texts for Unit 1 (or the module as a whole), as well as other books from a variety of genres. Stock the 

library with some “in demand” books that are “stretch” texts a bit above most students’ reading levels, 

but for which they will want to reach.  

• In advance: Decide upon a format or structure for students to use to browse through the classroom 

library for the purposes of finding their ‘power book.’ (See Ideas for Introducing the Module 

Recommended Texts to Students sheet in Support Materials.) 

• Review: Quiz-Quiz-Trade vocabulary strategy (Appendix 1). 

• In advance: Identify potential texts for struggling readers and ELLs and consider having them set aside. 

These students could be given an opportunity to browse and select a book or books in advance of the 

class activity. 

 

 

Lesson Vocabulary Materials 

discuss, norms, fishbowl, genre, 

fiction, fantasy, series, nonfiction 

• Students’ Using Context Clues homework sheets (from lesson 3) 

• Personal challenging book that belongs to the teacher (to use as a prop) 

• Collection of classroom or library books (including the books on the Recommended Texts list for Unit 1) 

• Ideas for Introducing the Module Recommended Texts Library to Students sheet (for teacher use) 

• 3-2-1 Exit Ticket (one per student) 

• Selecting a “Power Book” That I Want to Read Homework (one per student) 
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Opening Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Homework Share: Play Quiz-Quiz-Trade (10 minutes) 

• Students will now work with the word they used for their homework. Gather students together, directing them to bring their 

Using Context Clues homework paper from lesson 3 with them. The homework should be folded in half with the 

work facing out. Students should make sure that only they see the bottom part of the homework where they wrote their 

replacement words. 

• Briefly remind students about the context clue strategy by reviewing the homework task. 

• Tell students they are going to play a quick games called Quiz-Quiz-Trade. In this game they will partner up with another 

student to start the game. When the teacher says “quiz,” one student will show the sentence part of the homework with the 

focus word circled as the homework directions stated. Their partner will then try and guess one of the two words that were 

chosen as replacements (other words that have a similar meaning). When the teacher says “quiz” again, the second student 

will show their sentence and again the partner tries to name one of the replacement words. Then the teacher says “trade” 

and students now must trade partners with someone near them. Consider modeling this first with one student. Continue 

rounds of “quiz-quiz-trade” until the time limit is reached. 

• For Quiz-Quiz-Trade to be effective, 

the replacement words students 

choose should be checked for 

accuracy. The idea is to promote the 

sharing of acceptable word 

meanings. This protocol is used at 

other points within the third grade 

modules. 

• Complete a few Using Context Clues 

homework papers with words from 

Rain School for students who return 

to school with no homework to use 

during Quiz-Quiz-Trade. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. We All Seek the Power to Read (10 minutes) 

• Remind students of the story Rain School. Ask them to turn for a moment to someone nearby and share one thing the 

children in the story had to do that shows how they went to great lengths to seek the power of education and reading. Have 

two or three students share their ideas aloud with the whole group.  

• Explain: “We are fortunate enough to be surrounded by books. We don’t have to build our own school every year, but in a 

different way, we too have to build something – our capacity to seek the power of education and reading.”  

• Think-Pair-Share: What power does reading give you? Consider creating an anchor chart to capture students’ thinking. 

Summarize by saying that the ability to read is very powerful. By being able to read and having access to books you can 

become smarter. You know more about the world. You know more words. You can have informed conversations. You have a 

stronger imagination. 

• Now ask students this question: Does it take power to be able to read? What kind of power? Again, have students Think-

Pair-Share. The distinction is the first question gets at what the ability to read does for someone. The second question taps 

into what it takes to be a strong reader. 

• Show students a book that takes considerable reading power (because it is so long, or the vocabulary is complicated, or 

because of time constraints). Share how reading this book presents a challenge, and how someone would have to seek some 

power in order to complete it. Discuss how the classroom library is full of wonderful books like that one that may take some 

real power to read.  

• Think-Pair-Share works well with 

ELLs because it allows them to 

formulate their ideas on their own, 

test them out in a non-threatening 

way with their partners, and then, 

reinforced by their partner’s 

feedback, share the ideas with the 

class. They can rehearse what they 

want to say before they say it in 

front of a large group. It also lets 

them work out meaning with their 

partners, expanding and possibly 

correcting what they want to say. 

• In certain circumstances,  some 

students can be provided with some 

of the Think-Pair-Share questions 

ahead of time to allow them to pull 

their thoughts together in advance. 

They can even rehearse their oral 

response. 
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Work Time Meeting Students’ Needs 

B. Introducing the Module Recommended Texts Library: Books about Reading Superheroes (30 minutes)  

• Tell students that today, they will be choosing a book for independent reading: a book that interests them and that will also 

challenge them as readers. Their homework tonight will be to write about why they chose that book, and to start reading it! 

• Introduce the first learning target: “I can select a ‘power book’ that I want to read.” Share ideas about what “power book” 

might mean. This should include how they will need to seek some power to be able to read it as well as how reading it will 

give them some power. Remind students of one of the guiding questions for the module: “What is the power of education 

and reading?”  

• Reread the target, quickly thinking aloud about the word select: “I can select a ‘power book’ that I want to read this year. I 

think select must be like choose or find. I can choose a ‘power book’ that I want to read. I can find a ‘power book’ that I want 

to read. Yes, select must mean choose or find.” Explain that today they will be spending some time finding their own 

personal power book. 

• Briefly remind students about genre-related vocabulary as it relates to materials in a classroom library. Such vocabulary 

might include series, fantasy, mysteries, how-to books, informational books, science books, etc. Remind students that they 

should search for a book that not only interests them, but that will help them build their reading power.  

• Point out to students that in the classroom library are many books that relate directly to the topic they are studying: how 

and why people work so hard to access education, reading, and books. If the specific titles from the Recommended Texts list 

are not available, use any collection of books that “fit” with the topic of the module, making sure that there are a variety of 

lexile levels. 

• Use a specific format or structure for how students will look through the classroom library books. See Ideas for 

Introducing the Module Recommended Texts Library to Students sheet in the Supporting Materials. 

• All students will need to attempt to select a “power book” for independent reading. They will take this book home to use for 

their homework. As students comb through the classroom library books, circulate and ask them to give reasons for why they 

are choosing certain books. As needed, offer suggestions that will support effective decisions.  

• Consider providing students with a large index card or piece of paper to write down a title or titles of books that pique their 

interest. As students narrow down their selections, have them settle on one book and write a quick note on the index card or 

paper naming why they chose it.  

• Identify potential texts for 

struggling readers and ELLs and 

consider having them set aside. 

These students could even be given 

an opportunity to browse and select 

a book or books in advance of the 

class activity. 
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Closing and Assessment Meeting Students’ Needs 

A. Debrief: 3-2-1 Exit Ticket (10 minutes) 

• Distribute the 3-2-1 Exit Ticket to students and allow them 5 minutes to complete it. 

• In partnerships or groups of 4, have students share their exit ticket. Remind student to use the Conversation Norms as they 

interact and share. 

 

 

Homework Meeting Students’ Needs 

• Complete the Selecting a “Power Book” That I Want to Read recording form for homework. Define what “power 

book” means. Write down the name of the book you chose as your “power book” for independent reading and why you chose 

it. Share the book and homework with someone at home. Start reading this book! (Note: It’s possible that after going home, 

students may decide to choose a different “power book” to use for independent reading. Ideally, the books chosen should fit 

with the module topic but what’s most important is that students are making good choices about books and they read 

actively and consistently.) 

 

 

• Students who cannot yet read 

independently will benefit from 

hearing books read to them, either 

by a caregiver or through audio 

recordings. 

• In addition, the site 

www.novelnewyork.org has a free, 

searchable database of content-

related texts that can be played as 

audio files on a home or library 

computer. Texts on this website can 

also be translated into many 

languages. Use the database to 

provide at-home reading of related 

texts to ELLs and their families in 

their native languages. 
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Ideas for Introducing the Module Recommended Texts Library to Students 

(for Teacher Reference) 

 

1. Stations: Stations can be set up around the classroom with each station having a bin or basket 

containing an assortment of 5-6 books pertinent to the topic of the module. Rotate small 

groups of students to each station. This will limit the number of books students are examining 

for the time period they’re given. Consider placing small slips of paper with the titles listed for 

that station in the bin or basket. Students can circle titles that interested them or make notes to 

use at a later point. 

 

2. Modified Musical Chairs: Play a variation of Musical Chairs by arranging chairs in a large 

circle or two rows of chairs placed back to back. Place 1-2 books on each chair. Play music to 

signal students to travel around the circle or rows of chairs. When the music stops, students sit 

and browse the book(s) at that chair, considering the book(s) as a possible power book.  

Consider allowing students to leave the activity, taking a book if they feel strongly that it’s their 

power book. 

 

3. Book Buzz: Place a book on each student’s desk. Allow students 5-7 minutes to get 

acquainted with the book. They should browse through the book, examine the cover, look at the 

illustrations. They should also make a determination about the book’s genre and level of 

difficulty. They can take notes (or a graphic organizer can be provided to them that they 

complete about the book). Then put students in groups of 4-5. Each student gets 2 minutes to 

present the buzz about their book. Have students reassemble with another group of students 

and repeat the buzz about books step. 

 

4. Friending a Book: Give each student an envelope and have them write their name on the 

front. Hand each student a book. Give the direction for students to assemble into a large circle, 

bringing the book they were given with them. Inside the cover of each book is an envelope with 

small slips of paper listing the title and author of the book. At the teacher’s signal, each student 

“speed dates” the book, trying to get to know it at a basic level in 2-3 minutes. If it looks like a 

book they might like to read (as their power book), they take one of the slips of paper from the 

envelope and place it within their own envelope. At the teacher’s signal they pass the book. To 

add something unexpected, the direction could be to pass the book clockwise or 

counterclockwise any number of places.  
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3-2-1 Exit Ticket 
 

Name: 

Date: 

 

 

3 I should read often because… 
 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

2  I enjoyed reading these books… 

 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 

1 The genre I most enjoy reading is… 

 

 ______________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

 

GRADE 3: MODULE 1: UNIT 1: LESSON 4 

 

Copyright © 2013 by Expeditionary Learning, New York, NY. All Rights Reserved. 
 

NYS Common Core ELA Curriculum  •  G3:M1:U1:L4  •  March 2014 

CCI Enhanced Module (Williamsville Central Schools) February 2015  •  10 
 

Lesson 4 Homework 

 

Name: 

Date: 

 

Selecting a “Power Book” 
 
Learning Target: I can select a “power book” that I want to read. 
 

1.  A “power book” is… 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  The title of my “power book is”… 
 

  

 

 

  

 

 

3.  I picked this book because…  
 

  

 

 

 

 


